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WATERFOWL SEASON UPDATE .

SEPTEMBER 2005

Waterfowl season is rapidly approaching and now is the time to prepare for opening day. The Fish and Game
Commission adopted regulations for the 2005/2006 waterfowl hunting season on August 19, 2005. Waterfowl hunting
regulation booklets will be available from license agents in October. Season summaries and complete hunting
regulations will be available on the Fish and Game Commission’s web site at www.fgc.ca.gov/html/regs.html.

How To Apply For Reservations To Hunt

On State-Operated Hunting Areas

As in previous years, you have three ways to apply for
reservations. These include the one-choice ($1.30), the
five-choice ($6.55) and the very convenient season-long
application. Your season-long application is enclosed.
This form is preprinted with your name and address, and
includes space for you to enter your driver’s license
number and your 2005/2006 hunting license number. If
your address has changed, or if any information is
incorrect, please correct the form before returning it.
This form is for your use only. Please do not photocopy
your application for another hunter to use. If you need
an additional application, please download one from the
DFG’s web site at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/waterfowl/
waterfowl.html or pick up an application from a DFG
office.

Make sure that all of your information is complete and
that your application is mailed in time to reach the DFG’s
License and Revenue Branch in Sacramento at least 17
calendar days before the first requested shoot date. Late
applications will be disqualified without exception.
If your season-long application is received after the
deadline has passed for any shoot date, your application
for that shoot date will be disqualified. You may not
reduce the number of hunt days on the application and
refunds will not be issued for late applications. Season-
long applications received after November 18, 2005 will
not be processed.

Baldwin Lake Open for Hunting

Baldwin Lake is full and will be open for hunting on
Saturdays and Wednesdays this season. Hunting is
permitted from boats only. Reservations, which serve
as entry permits, are required for the first seven hunt
days. The hunt quota is 35. Beginning with the fourth
Wednesday of the season, reservations and entry
permits are not required. For Baldwin Lake hunting
information, call (909) 484-0167.

2005/2006 Waterfowl Hunting Fees

Hunting Licenses

Resident ........coovueiiiiiecieece e $33.35
Nonresident ..............uueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 115.75
Two-Day Nonresident .........ccccoovvivviiiiiiiiiciiieeeee, 33.35
JUNION s 8.65
Duplicate (annual licenses only) .....ccccccoeeeeeeeeeeennn. 6.85
Stamps

California DUCK™ ........ccceeiiieiiieeiee e $14.20
Upland Game Bird...........cccoeeeei 6.85
Reservation Applications

ONE-ChOICE .....eeeeiieeeiieeeiee et $1.30
Five-ChoiCe ... 6.55
Passes/Permits

Type-A Season Pass ........ccccceeeevveeeeeiveeeeennee, $112.10
Type-B Season Pass ......ccccccceeeeeeinneennninninnnennns 37.30
Type-A One-Day Entry Permit*™ ..........cccccceennnnnes 14.00
Type-A Two-Day Pass.....cccccceevviiiiiiiciviiccceeeee, 24.15

*Due to printing delays, California Duck Stamps will not
be available until mid-September.
** Available only at DFG wildlife area check stations.

Your license purchase supports conservation and

management of California’s wildlife.

Reservation Drawings for Disabled Accessible
Hunting Sites

Each disabled accessible hunting site has its own hunt
code. To apply for a disabled accessible hunting site,
simply select the hunt code designated for the disabled
hunt area. Hunters who are drawn for a disabled
accessible hunting site will receive a numbered
reservation postcard valid for admittance to hunt at a
disabled accessible hunting site. Hunters who apply for
disabled accessible hunting sites may not apply for any
other reservation at the same area for the same date.

License and Revenue Branch, 3211 S Street, Sacramento, California 95816 (916) 227-2245
www.dfg.ca.gov

FG 1598 (Rev. 8/05)




Flood Closure Information

It is common for waterfowl hunting areas to close
periodically due to safety concerns caused by flooding.
Areas that most commonly experience flood closures
are: Sutter National Wildlife Refuge, Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area, Delevan National Wildlife Refuge, Little Dry Creek
and Howard Slough. Other hunting areas can experience
closures during severe floods. Reservations for State-
operated hunting areas that are closed due to flooding
will not be accepted at other hunting areas. Refunds
will not be issued for applications submitted to areas
that are closed or if reservations are not available.
You can check to see if any State-operated hunting areas
are closed on the DFG’s web site at www.dfg.ca.gov/
licensing/areas.html.

Check Your Waterfowl Drawing Results Online

Reservation drawing results are available on the DFG’s
web site at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/waterfowl/
waterfowldrawresults.html. Reservation drawing results
will be posted at least seven days before the hunt day.
Hunters can search a list with the hunting license
numbers of reservation holders. Only the hunting license
number of each successful applicant is on the list. If
you were drawn for a reservation, but do not receive your
postcard three days before the hunt, call the wildlife area
to verify that your name appears on the reservation list.

Permit Sales at Check Stations

To expedite hunter processing at check stations, we
suggest that you purchase duck stamps and season
passes or Type ATwo-Day passes in advance from DFG
offices and license agents. Federal Duck Stamps can
be purchased from the U.S. Postal Service or from some
license agents; however, they are not sold at DFG offices
or at wildlife area check stations. To find a license agent
near you visit the DFG’s web site at
http://dfginternal5.dfg.ca.gov/lasweb/

Northeastern Zone Preseason Youth Waterfowl
Hunts - September 24 and 25

Youth hunters age 15 and under, will have the first
opportunity to hunt ducks in the Northeastern Zone when
the 2005 season begins with a special youth hunt on
September 24 and 25. Youth hunters who are interested
in participating in the special event may hunt wherever
they have legal access, whether private or public lands.
To sign up a youth hunter to hunt at a DFG wildlife area,
contact the wildlife area you wish to hunt. Anon-shooting
adult age 18 or older must accompany the youth hunter.

Post Season Youth Waterfowl Hunts

On February 4 and 5, 2006, youth hunters age 15 and
under, will have an opportunity to hunt waterfowl after
the regular waterfowl hunting season has closed. This
special hunt is one of the most anticipated of the year
and has been a highlight for young hunters in recent
seasons. The special hunts take place in the Southern
San Joaquin, Southern California and Balance of the
State Zones. Youth hunters who are interested in
participating in the special event may hunt wherever they
have legal access, whether private or public lands. A
non-shooting adult age 18 or older must accompany the
youth hunter.

Many state wildlife areas and federal refuges will be open
for hunting through the normal reservation system in
addition to walk-ons. To hunt the wildlife areas and
refuges, apply using a one or five-choice waterfowl
reservation application with the junior hunter’s hunting
license number. Applications to hunt on the DFG’s wildlife
areas and refuges must be received by January 18, 2006.
Youth hunters who applied for regular season hunts using
a season-long application must apply separately for these
special hunts. Reservations are not needed at all areas
- only the most popular fill. Note: Howard Slough and
Sutter National Wildlife Refuge will be closed.

Delevan and Sacramento NWR Special Youth Hunts
On December 10, 2005, all blinds at Sacramento NWR
will be reserved for a special youth hunt. On
December 17, 2005, all blinds at Delevan NWR will be
reserved for a special youth hunt. Hunters may still apply
for reservations to hunt free roam on these dates.
Disabled hunting blinds will be reserved for youth hunters
as well. The number of hunt dates for Delevan Disabled
Site and Sacramento Disabled Site on the season-long
application has been reduced because reservations will
not be available on these dates.

The USFWS will conduct a special drawing for these
youth hunts. To apply for youth hunts on these dates,
contact the USFWS at (530) 934-2801.

Use Mosquito Repellent Every Time You Hunt
Waterfowl hunting places hunters in proximity to
mosquitoes which may carry West Nile virus. Even one
mosquito bite can transmit West Nile virus or other
diseases. The Center for Disease Control recommends
the use of mosquito repellent to reduce the risk of
contracting West Nile virus. For more information about
West Nile virus, visit the Center for Disease Control Web
site at: www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm.




Good Sportsmanship on Public Hunting Areas
Public hunting areas are used by a large number of
hunters with varying degrees of experience. Fellow
hunters are your allies and should be treated as friends.
Cooperating with other hunters will improve your
experience as well as theirs. Public hunting areas are
places where family hunting traditions are shared. Seta
good example for youth hunters by practicing the
following:

e Abide by all hunting and wildlife area regulations.
e Respect the space of others.

e Don’tthreaten or direct profane or abusive language
toward other hunters.

e Don’t shoot at birds beyond effective shotgun range.

e Don’'t attempt to gain exclusive use of an area of
unreasonable size.

e Respect the land and the resource. Do not litter.
Carry out all garbage, including spent shell casings.

Harvest Information Program (HIP) Stamp
If you hunt any of the following migratory game birds,
you must have a HIP Stamp affixed to your hunting license:

Ducks Geese Coots
Dove Brant Snipe
Gallinules Band-tailed pigeon

The free HIP stamp is affixed to the back of your hunting
license when you answer “yes” to the question, “Do you
plan to hunt migratory game birds in California during
the upcoming season?”

Verify that a HIP stamp has been affixed to your hunting
license.

2004/2005 Drawing Statistics

The table on the following page contains 2004/2005
waterfowl reservation drawing statistics. Please take a
few moments to read this information. It may assist you
in deciding where to apply. If you have any questions
about the waterfowl reservation system, visit the DFG’s
web site at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/waterfowl/
waterfowl.html or contact the License and Revenue
Branch at (916) 227-2245 or email LRB@dfg.ca.gov.

To report hunting, fishing, or pollution violations,
call 1-888-DFG-CALTIP (1-888-334-2258).

Information Directory

State-Operated Hunting Areas

Ash Creek wildlife Area ..........ccceeeeeeee. (530) 294-5824
BaldwinLake .........coooovveviriieieeiiiiinnnnn. (909) 484-0167
Butte Valley Wildlife Area ..................... (530) 398-4627
Colusa National Wildlife Refuge .......... (530) 934-2801
Delevan National Wildlife Refuge ......... (530) 934-2801
Gray Lodge Wildlife Area ..................... (530) 846-7500
Grizzly Island Wildlife Area .................. (707) 425-3828
Honey Lake Wildlife Area..................... (530) 254-6644
Imperial Wildlife Area...............cc...e (760) 359-0577
Kern National Wildlife Refuge .............. (661) 725-2767
Los Banos Wildlife Area ...................... (209) 826-0463
Mendota Wildlife Area..............cceuueeneee. (559) 655-4645
Merced National Wildlife Refuge

(5] = C ) IR (209) 826-0463

(USFWS) ..o (209) 826-3508
North Grasslands Wildlife Area............. (209) 826-0463
Sacramento National

Wildlife Refuge.......ccooeeeeeviiiiinnnnes (530) 934-2801
San Jacinto Wildlife Area...................... (951) 928-0580
San Luis National Wildlife Refuge

(5] 1 ) R (209) 826-0463

(USFWS) ..o (209) 826-3508
Shasta Valley Wildlife Area .................. (530) 459-3926
Sutter National Wildlife Refuge ............ (530) 934-2801
Upper Butte Basin Wildlife Area............ (530) 982-2169
Volta Wildlife Area ...........ccccoevvvvvvnnnnnns (209) 826-0463
Willow Creek Wildlife Area .................. (530) 254-6644
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area..................... (530) 757-2461
Web Index

Hunt Results
www.dfg.ca.gov/shoot/shoot.html

Hunting Regulations
www.fgc.ca.gov/html/regs.html

License Information
www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/index.html

Reservation Drawing Information
www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/waterfowl/waterfowl.html

Reservation Drawing Results
www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/waterfowl/

waterfowldrawresults.html

Special Opportunity Hunts
www.dfg.ca.gov/hunting/gbh/index.html




2004/2005 Waterfowl Reservation Drawing Statistics

Applications* | Reservations % Drawn Odds**
Ash Creek 329 30 9.12% 1in11.0
Butte Valley 281 10 3.56% 1in 28.1
Colusa 45,651 2,026 4.44% 1in 22.5
Colusa Disabled Site & 972 80 8.23% 1in 12.2
China Island 1,412 597 42.28% 1in24
Delevan 84,535 1,736 2.05% 1in 48.7
Delevan Disabled Site (E» 2,012 120 5.96% 1in 16.8
Freitas Boat North 2,842 601 21.15% 1in4.7
Freitas Boat South 3,590 603 16.80% 1in 6.0
Gadwall Unit 5,172 614 11.87% 1in8.4
Gadwall Unit Disabled Site (EL 259 40 15.44% 1in6.5
Gray Lodge 27,522 7,966 28.94% 1in 3.5
Gray Lodge Disabled Site (E» 1,403 160 11.40% 1in 8.8
Grizzly Island 9,186 6,594 71.78% 1in1.4
Grizzly Island Disabled Site (g_ 153 40 26.14% 1in 3.8
Honey Lake, Dakin 455 85 18.68% 1in54
Honey Lake, Fleming 445 75 16.85% 1in5.9
Howard Slough 15,248 970 6.36% 1in 15.7
Howard Slough Disabled Site (E» 397 40 10.08% 1in9.9
Joice Island 8,311 180 2.17% 1in 46.2
Kern 24,601 797 3.24% 1in 30.9
Kern Disabled Site (TSL 447 27 6.04% 1in 16.6
Kesterson 21,588 1,257 5.82% 1in17.2
Kesterson Disabled Site (E» 487 40 8.21% 1in12.2
Little Dry Creek 94,626 1,440 1.52% 1in 65.7
Little Dry Creek Disabled Site (E» 1,603 120 7.49% 1in13.4
Los Banos 16,970 3,358 19.79% 1in 5.1
Los Banos Disabled Site (EL 263 80 30.42% 1in 3.3
Mendota 22,934 12,034 52.47% 1in1.9
Mendota Disabled Site (E» 454 276 60.79% 1in1.6
Merced 23,180 439 1.89% 1in 52.8
Merced Disabled Site (E» 314 26 8.28% 1in 121
Sacramento 85,173 2,478 2.91% 1in34.4
Sacramento Disabled Site (E» 1,894 120 6.34% 1in 15.8
Salt Slough 6,309 1,449 22.97% 1in4.4
Salt Slough Disabled Site (E» 161 40 24.84% 1in4.0
San Jacinto 19,846 1,718 8.66% 1in11.6
San Jacinto Disabled Site (E» 318 56 17.61% 1in5.7
San Luis 18,019 2,246 12.46% 1in 8.0
Shasta Valley 979 92 9.40% 1in 10.6
Shasta Valley Disabled Site (E» 4 1 25.00% 1in4.0
Sutter 31,393 1,366 4.35% 1in 23.0
Volta 4,518 2,180 48.25% 1in 2.1
West Bear Creek 6,594 479 7.26% 1in 13.8
Willow Creek 316 20 6.33% 1in 15.8
Wister 36,922 4,565 12.36% 1in 8.1
Wister Disabled Site (E» 379 179 47.23% 1in2.1
Yolo Bypass 13,918 832 5.98% 1in16.7
Yolo Bypass Disabled Site é 265 40 15.09% 1in6.6
Total* 644,650 60,322 9.36% 1in 10.7

* Total excludes 13,594 hunt choices that were canceled or disqualified.

** Qdds for all hunt days combined. Reservations for Saturday hunts are generally more difficult to

obtain. Reservations for Wednesday and Sunday hunts are generally easier to obtain.
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